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Ensuring transparency, equity and competitiveness in public
procurement has been a major concern of the Central Vigilance Commission and
varous steps have been taken by it to bring this about Leveraging technology
specially wider use of the web-sites for disseminating information on tenders, tightly
defining the pre-qualification criteria and other terms and conditions of the tender are
some of the steps recently taken at the instance of the Commission in order to bring
about greater transparency and competition in the procurement/award of tender

2 In this context. Integrity Pact a vigilance tool first promoted by the
Transparency International, has been found to be usefu!l The Pact essentially
eivisages an agreement between the prospective vendors/bidders and the buyer
commiting the persons/officials of both the parties, not to exercise any corrupt
infiuence on any aspect of the contract.  Only those vendors/bidders who have
enterec il such an Integrity Pact with the buyer would be competent to participate
in the bidding  In other words, entering into this Pact would be a preliminary
qualification. The Integrity Pact in respect of a particular contract would be effective
from the stage of invitation of bids till the complete execution of the contract.

3 The Integnty Pact envisages a panel of independent External Monitors
(IEMs) approved for the organization. The IEM is to review independently and
oblectively whether and to\wﬁa't'éfaﬂ parties have complied with their obligations
under the Pact e has right of access to ail project documentation  The Monitor
may examine any complaint received by him and submit a report to the Chief
Executive of the organization, at the earliest He may also submit a report directly to
the CVO and the Commission, in case of suspicion of serious irregularities attracting
the provisions of the PC Act. However, even though a contract may be covered by
an Integrity Pact. the Central Vigilance Commission may, at its discretion, have any
complaint received by it relating to such a contract, investigated.

4. The Commission would recommend the integrity Pact concept and
encourage its adoption and implementation in respect of all major procurements of
the Govt. organizations. As it is necessary that the Monitors appointed should be of
fugh integnty and reputation, 1t has been decided that the Commission would
approve the names of the persons to be included in the panel The Government
Organizations are, therefore, required to submit a panel of names of eminent



persons of figh integrity and repute and experience In the relevant field through
their administrative Ministry. for consideration and approval by the Commission as
Independent External Monitors  The terms and conditions including the remuneration
payable to the Monitors need not be a part of the Integrity Pact and the same could
be separately communicated _l{ has aiso to be ensured by an.agpropriate provision .
in the contract that the Integnty Pact 1s deemed as part of the Contract in order to
ensure that the parties are bound by the recommendation of the IEMs. in case any
complaint relating to the contract, 1s found substantiated.

8 A copy of the Integrity Pact, which the SAIL got vetted by the Add!
Schicitor General 1s available on the Commussion's web-site | 8 www.cve nic in as an
attachment to this Office Order in downloadable form, which may be used in ongnal
of may be suitably modifiad in order to meet the individual organization's
reguirements
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